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Outdoor Programming 
 

6. COVID-19 Outdoor Programming  Date:  October 5, 2020 

   

CATEGORY:  Health and Safety  REVISED:     November 24, 2020   

 

Purpose  
 
The purpose of this policy is to identify and provide direction on considerations specific to outdoor 
EarlyON programs, in keeping with the Ministry of Education Operational Guidance During 
COVID-19 Outbreak: EarlyON Re-Opening. This policy is designed to help reduce risk of the 
spread of illness, including COVID-19.  
 
Policy  
 
All policies and procedures described in this document must be carried out in outdoor programs 
as applicable. Participants in outdoor programs will be required to pre-register as of September 1, 
2020.   
 
Procedure  
 

 Communities Together for Children’s EarlyON programs will schedule outdoor play 
in small groups in order to facilitate physical distancing.  

 Outdoor space, with limited structures are recommended. 

 If play structures are to be used, they must be cleaned and disinfected before and after 
each user (pre-registration open model) or before and after each group (cohort model). 

 Where toys and equipment are shared, they will be cleaned and disinfected prior to 
being shared. If cohorted toys can be shared between members of the cohort and 
clean and disinfected afterwards.  If not co-horting sharing is discouraged and all 
toys/equipment must be cleaned and disinfected between users 

 An alternative to hand washing outdoors, when no running water is available, is to use 
hand sanitizer. 

 Communities Together for Children’s EarlyON will find alternate outdoor arrangements 
(e.g. community walk), where there are challenges securing outdoor play space.  

 The use of masks is not required outdoors for adults or children if physical distancing of 
at least two meters can be maintained. 

 Staff are required to wear a medical grade mask and safety glasses (shield). 
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Outdoor play areas are attractive to unwanted visitors, human and animal. Hazards may 
be reduced by taking the following steps: 

 
 Do not assume that a fence will keep out unwanted visitors. Check the perimeter for 

gaps. 

 Check the outdoor play area including the sandbox for animal feces, broken glass or 
cans, condoms, needles and syringes. 

 Do not pick up sharp objects with your hands. Gloves will not provide protection from 
punctures. Provide a rigid barrier between the object and your hands, such as tongs, 
scoop or shovel. Use the hazard collection kit provided for outdoor programming. 

 Scoop animal feces and surrounding soil or sand with a small shovel or scoop, and 
discard. 

 Rake sand on a regular basis. Sunlight provides an effective protection against some 
microscopic contaminants. Treating sand with chlorine bleach solutions and/or boiling 
water has very little effect on microorganisms. 

 
Policy and Procedure Review  
 

 Communities Together for Children’s EarlyON will ensure that all staff have reviewed this 
policy and procedure prior to commencing work in an indoor EarlyON Program and 
maintain a record to this effect. 

 Communities Together for Children EarlyON will review this policy monthly and recognize 
that this policy may be amended as needed in response to continually evolving 
circumstances during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Communities Together for Children will confirm with the TBDSSAB that this 
policy/procedure is being followed by ensuring all staff  has reviewed the policy and any 
amendments and signed an attestation.  

 

 


